
Dear MFA Students, Faculty, and Alumni,

We’re getting ready for Summer Residency 
here, making minute final adjustments 
to the schedule, reading Peer Workshop 
pages, finalizing travel arrangements.  
In the midst of all the regular seasonal 
hubbub, the faculty is considering a long-
term change to the curriculum.

To put it more concretely, as I often exhort 
my students to do, I’m going to meet with 
the rest of the faculty this residency to 
discuss some ways to make our curriculum 
accommodate a wider range of writing 
practices. Our time-honored Go Write Your 
Book model works well for many student 
writers, but it has become increasingly 
clear that some students would benefit 
more from a curriculum centered on 
experimentation —i.e., trying out lots 
of short stories or essays and throwing 
them out, or trying out a few novel or 
memoir ideas and finally settling on one 
and getting it started, or rewriting a small 
collection of stories and essays over and 
over. Students will continue to be required 
to complete a thesis at the end of the 
fourth semester, but it’s probable the 
parameters for that thesis will be more 
flexible than they are now.

Just to reassure those of you who like 
the curriculum the way it is: The idea is 
to give our students more choices, not 
to remove the current model, in which a 
student writes 30 pages per submission, 
working toward a finished book-length 
manuscript, as an option. It’s only that, 
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as a writer who spends a month writing 
and rewriting about 10 pages, a not 
uncommon practice in the literary world, 
I believe that we should offer a path to the 
minimalist as well as the maximalist. I’d 
also like to make space for the student 
who reads a writer who knocks her head 
off halfway through the program, throws 
out what she’s been working on, reeling 
with a sense of possibility, and starts anew. 
Rigorous standards are still a priority.

Two visiting faculty members will join us 
for Summer Residency and the following 
semester.

One is Adam Wilson, winner of the Paris 
Review’s Terry Southern Prize for his 
great story “What’s Important is Feeling,” 
which is also the title story of his new 
story collection, and author of the novel 
“Flatscreen,” a National Jewish Book 
Award Finalist, an Indie Next Pick, and an 
Amazon Book of the Month. I am squarely 
in the anti-Amazon camp, which I am 
happy to discuss at residency, but it’s still a 
nice prize.

The other is Jami Attenberg, author of the 
New York Times bestselling novel “The 
Middlesteins,” a finalist for the LA Times 
Book Prize for Fiction, praised to the sky 
by Jonathan Franzen and many other 
luminaries and published in Turkey, Taiwan, 
Russia, Italy, France, The Netherlands 
and Germany, where it’s called “Das 
Middlesteins.”

They’re both great writers and I know 
them both well enough to assert with 
confidence that they’ll be excellent 
members of our little family.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Nugent

Director

Search. Find. Share.

Where It’s At....

From The Director 1 
Faculty News  2 
Student News  2 
Alumni News  3 
Our Community  4 
The Final Word  4

May 2014



Childs Discovery

Craig Childs and the discovery that 
led to his book “Finders Keepers” 
made for a recent feature on NPR’s 
Radio Lab. Craig is also among the 
writers featured in a new anthology, 
“Outdoors in the Southwest.” Craig 
and Amy Irvine McHarg headlined 
the writers participating in Telluride’s 
May Literary Burlesque event, and 
Amy announced plans to teach a 
workshop in Nashua this August. 
Entitled Vertical Writing, it concerns 
the process of unearthing stories 
from your dreams and subconscious.

Cash Speaks

Wiley Cash appeared at the South 
Carolina Book Festival in May, and 
on North Carolina public television. 

Garvin’s Debut

Finally, June marks the debut of “The 
Dog Year,” the novel by Ann Garvin. 
Check out this interview on Madison.
com

Knowles’ Successful Month

Jo Knowles 
has had a good 
month. Her novel 
“Living With 
Jackie Chan” 
was among the 
winners of the 
2014 Westchester Fiction Award in YA 
books, and it also scored a glowing 
review in The Examiner. Meanwhile 
her novel “See You At Harry’s” was 
named to the Guardian’s list of the 
top ten books for LGBT pre-teens.

Terravechia Taking Off

New mommy Aimee Terravechia 
‘14 has published an essay on the 
Scary Mommy website that has been 
shared nearly ten thousand times. 
The author of the blog Eat Life will 
also be hosting a discussion on 
Facebook of Ann Garvin’s new novel 
“The Dog Year” on July 20.
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The Buzz on Jamison

The buzz continues for “The 
Empathy Exams” and author Leslie 
Jamison. Here’s an interview with 
Leslie on Amazon’s Omnivoracious 
page, and an interview to listen to 
from Wisconsin Public Radio. Leslie 
published two “Bookends” columns 
in The New York Times: one on 
critics as novelists, the other on her 
favorite bad book. And how about 
a review of  her book in graphic arts 
form from the Daily Beast? Wasserman Scares up 

Honors

Meanwhile “The Waking Dark” by 
Jo’s YA colleague Robin Wasserman 
was named to Booklist’s roster of 
the top ten 2014 sci-fi, fantasy, and 
horror novels for youth. Robin was 
then one of the authors featured in 
Booklist’s article “Monsters, Murder, 
and Morality.” And she shared top 
billing with Jo Knowles in a Globe 
Newsire feature on both authors.

The Blogosphere

Nicole Foltin-Moschberger ‘15 is now 
publishing a blog. This posting has 
to do with the how to keep your kids 
reading well and often over sumer 
vacation. 
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New Horizons

And a couple of our alums have 
new jobs. C.G. Fewston ‘14 has 
been named a Visiting Fellow in 
the English Department at the 
City University of Hong Kong; and 
Wendie Leweck ‘12 is the new 
business manager of the Granite 
State Arts Academy, which she 
helped found, and which is opening 
in August.

Welcome Stella The Dogfella

Kudos to Charlie Stella ‘13, who has 
signed a contract 
with Da Capo Press 
for “The Dogfella,” 
a nonfiction book 
that Charlie will 
co-write with James 
Guiliani, a former 
mob enforcer 
turned around by an abandoned and 
abused Shih-Tsu. No resisting that 
premise.

Nature’s Best

Elizabeth Winpenny Lawson ‘11 has 
a blog showcasing her fine nature 
writing and the Virginia hill country 
she lives in. 

Chicken Soup for the Writer

Lisa Braxton ‘10 had a book-signing 
last month (“Chicken Soup for the 
Soul: The Dating Game”) at the 
Frugal Bookstore in Roxbury, MA.

PAST
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In Print: Short Stories

A number of alums have short stories 
in print this month. These include: 

“Nightly Music” by Susan E. 
Kennedy ‘08 in Romance Magazine

“The Honeymooners” by R.W.W. 
Greene ‘12 in The WiFiles

“Wrong Man” by Darren Cormier ‘10 
in ExFic

David Rawding ‘11 has a story in 
Extract(s) Literary Journal Anthology 
2013. 

Short Story Award

Andrea Crossley Spencer ‘11 is the 
winner (among 1,200 entries) of the 
Gotham Writers Very Short Story 
Contest. Very cool.

News
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In Print: Fiction

A number of students have fiction in 
print this month. Nathan Wyckoff 
‘15 has a short story, “Cold City 
Heat,” in the most recent issue of 
Lore magazine. An excerpt from 
“American Value,” a novel by James 
Seals ‘14, is featured in the current 
issue of the Amoskeag Journal. And 
kudos to Heather Anderson ‘15, who 
has been named the second-place 
winner in the nation-wide Six Word 
Short Story Contest.

In Print: Non-Fiction

Tracy Ross ‘15 has a nonfiction 
feature, “The Carousel of 
Happiness,” about soldier/activist/
artist Scott Harrison in the current 
issue of Spirit Magazine, the in-flight 
publication of Southwest Airlines.
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Bookstore Honored

And speaking of Gibson’s Bookstore 
(also part of our community), kudos 
to owner Michael Herrmann and his 
staff. Gibson’s won New Hampshire 
Magazine’s 2014 reader’s poll as the 
best independent bookstore in the 
state.

A Fond Faculty Adieu

Frequent appearances such as this 
one at Books in Bloom,  a store 
near Vail, CO, has made best-selling 
novelist John Searles too busy, 
alas, to continue in his role as an 
affiliate faculty member beyond 
this semester. But John, who is also 
the book critic for NBC’s “Today 
Show,” will remain a good friend and 
member of the community.

Founder Finds Success

In April, 
California’s 
Anaphora 
Press published 
“A Berkshire 
Boyhood: 
Confessions and 
Reflections of a 
Baby Boomer,” 
the new 
memoir from 
MFA Founding Director Robert J. 
Begiebing. “The book is as much 
a record of a generation -- make 
that two generations -- as it is of 
a boyhood and a family,” said 
this piece from the Boston Globe 

Inspiration

In real life, you can’t tell all the time 
who the good guys and bad guys 
are, and a lot of times people are a 
mixture of both things. Either they 
are very flawed people who have 
moments of extraordinary grace, 
or they’re very good people who 

ONE LAST THING

Let Us Know

Don’t forget to send 
your breaking news 
to r.carey@snhu.edu. 

Through links at the top of this 
newsletter you can now friend us on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 
Check ‘em out.

 Faculty Honored

Full faculty member Lydia Peelle will 
remain on leave for another semester, 
but her short story collection 
“Reasons For and Advantages of 
Breathing” has earned another 
honor: Powell Books’ 2014 Short List 
of the Best Short Story Collections of 
the 21st Century.
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newswire. Bob talked about the 
roots of the project in this May 
interview with the Hippo Press, and 
Bob will be reading from the book 
on Thursday, June 12, at 7 PM at 
Gibson’s Bookstore in Concord, NH.

Word
The Final

have moments of self-centered or 
self-destructive behavior. I think 
that’s what I try to portray in my 
books, because readers can relate to 
somebody who is not either perfect 
or the perfect villain. 

MFA Alumni Jacquelyn Mitchard
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